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rival sects of Vishnu and Siva rose to such a height that
the king, a devout Saivite, ordered the Brahmans in his
kingdom to sign an acknowledgment of the superiority
of his chosen deity, and by bribery and force was success-
ful with the greater number. Ramanuja refusing to
sign this document, the king sent troops to seize him ;
but the Brahman escaped, and took refuge in Mysore.
Whilst there he is said to have expelled an evil spirit
from a daughter of the king, who thereupon embraced
the doctrines of his holy guest. On the death of the
king of Sri Ranga, after a stay of twelve years in
Mysore, Ramanuja returned to his former home. The
headquarters of this sect are now in the Deccan ; and
although the founder is said to have set up seven
hundred monasteries (maths), only four exist at the
present time.

The worship of Ramanuja's followers is addressed to
Vishnu and his consort Lakshmi and their incarnations
either singly or conjointly. The teachers are usually
Brahmans, but the disciples may be of any caste.
Besides the worship offered in the temples, images of
metal and stone are set up in the houses, and the
Salgrama and Tulsi are also reverenced. The name by
which the members are commonly known is Sri Vaish-
navas. The chief ceremony of initiation is the com-
munication of the mantra by the guru to the disciple.
The initiatory mantra is said to be " Om Ramaya
namah ;" i.e., Om salutation to Rama; but there is
great reluctance on the part of the Hindus to give any
real information respecting the mantras ; the most reliable
source of information is that of those once initiated
who, having become Christians, are largely free from
the fear of evil consequences following the betrayal of
the secret.